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The best ways to make friends in Germany: 
Keep putting yourself out there 

TOP- tiP-s for making friends in GermanY. 

Join a club or Verein 

Not surprisingly, this was one of the most common pieces of advice from our readers. All you need 

for this is a hobby that you love and to find a club or meet-up that caters to your interest. 

Perhaps you enjoy reading and want to join a book club, or maybe discussing politics is your thing. 

If you're into something more creative then why not look for a glass blowing association or a 

pottery get-together? 

With over 600,000 Vereine (associations) in Germany, there is something for everyone from 

environmental or human rights organizations, or sports clubs to garden allotment gatherings. 

And how do you know if something is a Verein in Germany? You'll see the letters e.V. (which stands 

for "eingetragener Verein") after the name of the club and that means it's a registered association. 

If you don't find a Vere in you like, you can start one yourself. 

Join a Stammtisch 

This is a great way to meet people with similar interests or in the same career field as you. 

Stammtisch translates to "round table" or "regulars' table" and refers to an informal meet-up held on 

a regular basis, usually in a pub or restaurant. 

Often associations will organize a Stammtisch and it's a good way to go along and see if you'd like 

to make the committment and sign up to become a member of a Verein. 

Do sports 

Even if you don't join a club, try doing a fitness class or just head along to a gym. If you go 

somewhere regularly then it's perfectly acceptable to make conversation with other regulars. 

Just be aware that small talk isn't Germany's strong point so you may find people are a little frosty 

to begin with but if you have a common interest then people are much more likely to engage in 

conversation. 

Doing some exercise will give you something to do, make you feel good and if you meet any 

interesting people or have an interesting chat - or maybe even get to practise your language skills -

then that's a bonus. 


