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7 German habits you should consider adopting 

3. Being financially cautious 

As I first set foot in a Gem1an bank, I may have seriously scared the poor bank teller. "Hi, may I please open an account and order one 

MasterCard, one Visa and one American Express please? Thank you!" 

Needless to say, he was not impressed. 

Credit cards here are more like a loan, for which one needs to prove financial stability, a regular salary and a credible bank history. This 

reflects a general approach taken by German banks and citizens alike: One should only spend what one can afford. 

Critical at first, I now fully respect this attitude, which helped me follow my expenses, not chase overdrafts and live according to my actual 

income. 

4. Paying cash 

The ability to pay with credit cards in Germany is quite limited. I still find myself 

annoyed by this at times, but having a hislory of reading credit card reports without 

remembering where and why I have made some purchases, I can see the advantages of 

having to pay cash. 

The first tip for anyone trying to save money is to use only cash, in order to feel each 

expense better. It might be paternalistic to force people into this method, but 

nevertheless it works. 

5. Yeah, but what's the actual price? 

The actual price in German shops is Lhe same one that appears on the price tag. Apart from some very few exceptions, there are no favors and 

no bargaining. Coming from a different culture, I was surprised to find out that bargaining is not at all a common practice in Germany. But 

soon enough, I was thankful for all the time and headache that it save!:l. 

Taxi rides are a good example: Drivers in Germany will not cheat you - even if you're a tourist, there's a fixed price and the taximeter shows 

you exactly how much you □eed to pay. No need to worry about drivers taking you through the entire city to milk some extra cents. 


