
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UND DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
{German Lifestyle and Culture) 

12 mistakes foreigners make when moving to Germany 

While some German businesses can occasionally be accused of at least trying to be efficient, when 

dealing with government things are likely to take a long, long time. 

Getting your internet connected? Months. Appointment for a visa? Months. A doctors appointment 

at any kind of specialist? Months. 

No matter what you're doing, be ready for it to take a long time. 

Although anyone who's been to a restaurant in Berlin, Hamburg or anywhere north and east will 

have experienced the service staff being very 'efficient ' with their smiles, the origin of the myth of 

German efficiency remains a mystery to many. 

9. Jaywalking 

It's 11 at night. There's nobody around, least of all traffic. You want to get home. The 

Ampelmannchen (pedestrian signal) is red. You decide to walk across. 

Other than a few dirty looks and perhaps the vocalised protests of older Germans, you're also likely 

to get a ticket if there are any pol ice in the vicinity. 

Germans like rules and they like following them. 

Nowhere is this clearer t han at pedestrian signs, where German parents will see you cross and 

loudly explain to their children why they should never follow your bad example. 

10. Failing to validate transit tickets 

Even if you've bought a ticket, don't forget to stamp it at any of the machines marked "bitte 

entwerten" on the platforms, otherwise it will be deemed "ungUltig" (invalid) and you will be hit with 

a hefty fine. 

Unlike in other countries, where ticket-munching barriers separate people from the trains and 

platforms, in Germany you'll be able to walk straight off the street and onto a train. 

As a result, it's easier to forget to validate your t ickets. But if you don't you'll be Schwarzfahren 

(riding without a ticket) and you'll be liable to pay a penalty. 

And with ticket controllers in some German cities paid a commission by how many people they 

catch, they're unlikely to listen to you when you say "you didn't know". 

Just stamp your ticket and ride in peace. 


