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12 mistakes foreigners make when moving to Germany 

4. Thinking you can pay with your card 

Unlike any of its northern and western neighbours, Germany has failed to fully embrace card 

payments. 

Although the coronavirus pandemic has made a slight change to payment habits, cash remains king 

in Germany. 

So much so that people even use it for large transactions - like this story from 2019 about a 

pensioner who lost an envelope containing €20,000 in cash he was carrying to buy a new car. 

While we'd hazard a guess that most car dealerships have an old card reader lying around, if you'r; 

going to a restaurant or bar you'd be best placed to stay safe and carry cash. 

5. Going grocery shopping on Sundays 

Even in the biggest cities, supermarkets in Germany are closed Sundays. 

There are some exceptions - large train stations will often have open supermarkets on Sundays -

but by and large you'll need to do your shopping from Monday to Saturday. 

This can be tough for people who work long hours - in some parts of the country supermarkets are 

not only closed on Sundays but they won't open after 8pm - so be sure to be prepared. 

6. Forgetting to carry painkillers 

Another puzzling experience for new arrivals is that you can buy a refrigerated one-litre bottle of 

Jagermeister from the gas station while you fill up, but you'll need to travel to a pharmacy to buy 

paracetamol, aspirin or ibuprofen. 

Not only will that be hard - they're not open evenings or weekends, remember - but each time you 

ask to buy a packet, you'll be lectured by your pharmacist on the dangers of taking painkillers and 

asked if you've ever taken them before. 

This in itself is a very German phenomenon - slightly annoying, but ultimately responsible and well

intentioned - so if you're prone to headaches, muscle or period pains, think ahead and stay 

prepared. 


