
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Social customs 

P'S AND Q'S OF GERMAN MANNERS 

10 WEIRD TABOOS YOU SHOULD NEVER BREAK IN GERMANY 
Walking in the cycling lane 

Perhaps this is for those of us who are not very used to cycling infrastructure. In the big cities, you 

really have to look in all directions at every moment when you're a pedestrian. That's because there 

are special lanes dedicated to cyclists or people riding scooters. 

And if you accidentally step out onto one, you will hear the "ring ring" of a bike bell very soon. You 

might also hear: "Fahrradweg!" (cycle lane) shouted in your direction in case you didn't get the 

message. 

It all comes down to rules, doesn't it? Germans really do like sticking to them and stepping out of 

line (or into someone else's space) is not on. 

See also: if you're a cyclist riding on a pavement or if you're a pedestrian crossing the road when it's 

a red light, expect a telling off at the very least - or a fine. 

Being too loud on a Sunday 

Sunday might feel like a good day to do a big clean up in your flat. But beware that it could raise 

disapproving looks. 

If you're mowing the lawn, vacuum cleaning or putting your bottles into the recycling bin, it's best 

not to do that during "Ruhezeit" (quiet time). 

It's a time when everyone is expected to be calm and quiet. It differs from state to state, but takes 

place most commonly from 1 pm to 3pm, 1 Opm to 7am, and all-day on Sunday. 

Not taking your holiday 

If you're trying to impress your boss in Germany by not taking your holidays and staying late in the 

office, forget it. This doesn't go down well with anyone because work-life-balance is very important 

to Germans. 

Germans even have a word for the time after you finish work: Feierabend, which indicates just how 

important free time is to the culture here. 

So leave on time and take all your allocated holidays. 


