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(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

8 quirks that foreigners will pick up while living in Germany 

You communicate with your eyes 

Newbies in Germany are often puzzled and more than a little perturbed to find their 
German colleagues, friends, neighbours and often complete strangers staring directly at 
them. A lot of countries hold to that maxim that it's rude to stare, but when you've lived 
in Germany for a little while you'll probably find yourself decoding the silent language of 
the unflinching gaze. 

In Germany, it is perfectly normal to communicate through the eyes and expect the 
ott'ler person to understand you completely. A stare could arise out of annoyance, for 
instance if you're breaking an important custom lrke mowing your lawn on a Sunday, or 
out of admiration, for instance if you're wearing a nice item of clothing. 

Although it might be a little uncomfortable at first, you'll quickly get used to being stared 
at intensely for the tiniest misdemeanour, or just by bored neighbours looking for 
something to observe from their kitchen windows. Soon enough you'll catch yourself 
staring at strangers on the Metro too. 

You buy slippers 

In a lot of German households it is considered rude to wear your shoes indoors. Many 
Germans have Hausschuhe, or 'house shoes' (indoor shoes or slippers), to wear 
around the house. It might seem a little pemickety at first, but there's apparently no 
more luxurious feeling than sinking into your indoor shoes, when you get into the 
comfort of your own home after work. 

If this isn't something you were familiar with before, we're pretty sure that you'll get on 
board very quickly. You'll probably find it hard to visit your family back home without 
your trusty Hausschuhe, and will instinctively reach for them on the shoe rack as you 
get through the doot. They're really that good. 

You carry cash everywhere 

Carrying cash everywhere might not serve you well in som_e coun!ries, where mo~t 
things are now paid for by card, particularly in the .~an?em1~. B_ut in Germany you II be 
at a loss if you don't leave the house with some cams Jangling 1n your pockets. 

It's not only buying products from stores and visiting cafe_s that w_lll mean you need t? 
have cash on you at all times, but you'll need to be carrying a com to unlock the chained 
trolleys at the supermarket, use the lockers at the sauna and swimming pool and more. 


