
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL LEBENSTIL 

DEUTSCHER LEBENSTIL UNO DEUTSCHE KUL TUR 
(German Lifestyle and Culture) 

8 quirks that foreigners will pick up while living in Germany 
When you get settled in a new country it's inevitable that you'll pick up some of 
the lifestyle quirks. But you might have a bit of explaining to do if you take these 
German habits home, writes Antonia Harrison. 

A shopper packing _grocen~_s at a_ ~er~in suEermarket. You have to be very quick to pack your shopping in Germany. 

You speed-pack like an Olympic champion 

It's a long-running joke that you have to pack extremely quickly in German 
supermarkets because the cashiers are so speedy at the checkout. To exacerbate the 
problem, the space you have to pack up your groceries is absolutely tiny, and if you 
don't manage to get them into the bag in time, the next person's weekly shop will start 
piling up directly on top of yours. 

Maybe it's part of the German love of efficiency or maybe the cashier really does just 
hate you, but there's never any small talk when your shop is being scanned. You might 
exchange a quick greeting, but the niceties are mostly skipped to save time, so don't 
expect to be making friends at the supermarket. 

The same goes when you're in the queue and an extra checkout is opened in the aisle 
next to you. There's no politeness about who entered the queue first and should get first 
dibs; it's a brutal race to the top, and if you snooze, you lose. 

Watch out when picking up this quirk, because you might seem a little rude returning to 
your home country where shopping is more laid-back if you treat the shop like a 
battleground, refuse to greet the cashier and whip your shopping away as if someone is 
about to seize it from your hands. 

You do your grocery 
shopping on a Saturday 
night 

While it can be annoying or 
inconvenient at first, you get 
used to the slow pace of life 
on Sundays in Germany. 

And when you're truly 
settled, you don't even think 
about how (nearly) every 
shop is closed. 

You'll probably also do your shopping on a Saturday evening and not think anything of 
it. Well, where else would you rather be on a Saturday night? 


