
HA VE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Getranke 

WAS TRINKEN DIE DEUTSCHEN? / 
WHAT BEVERAGES DO GERMANS DRINK? 

beverage: das Getrank, die Getranke 

fruit whiskey, liquer: der Schnaps, die Schnapse 

Schnaps & Company SCHNAPS AND COMPANY 
A visit t o the Schlade er dist illery in the Black 
Forest unlocks many of t he mysteries of this 
German libation. 

SCHNAPS 
&COMPANY 

Regional fruit picked at the peak of flavor and 
expertly handled enables German Schnaps makers 

to capture pure fruit essence in a bottle. 

S chnaps is one of those alcoholic beverag
es you either love or hate. Since I'm not a 
fan of most hard liquors, it took me years 

to appreciate a good German Schnaps. How
ever, when I finally did: oh, my! 

In Germany, Schnaps is a distilled bever
age that usually contains between thirty-two 
percent and forty-five percent alcohol by vol
ume (therefore, sixty-four to ninety proof). 
It's usually distilled from fruits and berries, 
but can also be made from vegetables, grains, 
nuts, roots, flowers, and even beer. Schnaps 
differs from liqueurs in that it's a pure, clear, 
non-sweet distilled spirit, with no additives, 
whereas liqueurs ( and cordials and cremes) are 
sweet alcoholic beverages, made from highly 
refined spirits (neutral grai n spirits, brandy, 
g in, and the like) to which sugar and other 

flavorings are added, such as fruits and peels, 
seeds, herbs, and flowers. Most sweet liqueurs 
are lower in alcohol than Schnaps, with only 
fifteen percent to thirty percent alcohol (thirty 
to sixty proof), although a few of them can 
have a higher alcohol content. 

On my quest to learn more about Germa
ny's favorite distilled drink, I visited the well 
known Schladerer dist illery, a family-owned 
business whose members have been making 
Sc/maps for more than one hundred sixty years. 
Located in the town of Staufen im Breisgau, 
in the Black Forest area of southwestern Ger
many, Schladerer makes several flavors of high 
quality Schnaps and sweet liqueurs. 

Heinrich Ulmann, director of the com
pany, gave me a guided tour of the distillery 
as be explained the process of turning fruits 
and berries into an alcoholic essence of their 
natural flavors and aromas. Schladerer distills 
only fruits and berries of the type that grow in 
the Black Forest region, although the company 
supplements its local supplies with the same 
kinds of fruits grmvn elsewhere in Europe, 
too, from France to the Carpathians. 

Ulmann explained that Schnaps is the 

Schladerer's wax sea/ adds a final fitting touch 
to their fine Schnaps. 


