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WAS TRINKEN DIE DEUTSCHEN? / 
WHAT BEVERAGES DO GERMANS DRINK? 

According to German custom, you should 
top your dinner with liquor, although you 
may well start out with a tumblerful before 
it begins, too. The surprising variety and 
richness of German "Schnaps" is little 
known abroad. German brandy, or "Wein
brand," bears more resemblance in taste to 
bourbon whisky than to cognacs; German 
gin - of which Steinhager is most popular, 
besides many variations, such as Bommer
lunder and Doornkaat - is surely one of 
the world's best. Germans take their native 
liquor straight rather than mix it, and it is 
w!dely believed that this is a healthy way of 
drinking. But if you must, you can mix all 
your familiar vodka and gin drinks by using 

• 

liqueur: das Likor, die Likore 
spirits: die Spirituosen 

Top Your Meal 
With Liquor 

Steinhager instead- in fact, Bloody Marys 
and Screwdrivers made with this German 
liquor have high quality; and Weinbrand 
will do in place of whisky when you are out 
for a Manhattan with German ingredients. 

In addition to these two standard drinks of 
Weinbrand and Steinhager, Germany of
fers a plentiful and beautiful choice of hard 
liquor made from bases other than grapes 
or grain and equally delicious. The great 
and good family of German fruit brandies 
includes Kirschwasser distilled from cher
ries; Himbeergeist, from raspberries; Erd
beergeist, from strawberries; Pflaumen
wasser and Zwetschengeist, from prunes 
and plums respectively; Wacholder, from 
juniper berries and Enzian , from gentian, 
that lovely flower of the Alps. You inhale 
their distinctive aroma before you sip them. 
And do not trust them; despite their 
bucolic basis, they are more powerful than 
they seem at first. 

To drink wine, beer or spirits by them
selves after the meal is part of German 
social life. Wine places - often very old 
and filled with relics and wine fumes of 
many centuries - and beer places, some
times very big, or gigantic like the Munich 
Hofbrauhaus, the world's hugest pub, also 

serve the spirits which you may crave. 
Entertainment is often added - from the 
zither player d iscreetly strumming in the 
corner of the Weinstube to the big and 
brassy band playing away in the Brauhaus; 
but the best entertainment is procu red by 
the drinks themselves and the merrymak
ing guests and the spirit of the place. You 
find, of course, also "Bars" most every
where, but these are considered abodes of 
high life and night clubs rather than every
day drinking places. 

Neither does a German "Cafe" bear any 
resemblance to the American establish
ment of the same name. It is a coffeehouse 
where you really drink a cup of coffee, 
perhaps supplemented by a piece of cake 
or pastry; soft-boiled eggs, or minced 
meat baked under a thin dough crust, the 
Pasteten, are usually the main, if not only 
warm dishes served; but you can also drink 
wine, beer or liquor here. If the place has a 
sidewalk cafe or "Terrasse," all the better; 
you can enjoy the free entertainment of the 
passing street scene for a long time. It is 
also a good place for anyone just to dream 
and think of many things - including all 
the fine food and drinks you have enjoyed 
and will keep enjoying in Germany. 

Sechsamtertropfen 
Unmistakably tasty sharp. 

0,7 liter - 33% ABV 
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Sechsamtertropfen 

Germany 

Fichtelgebirge 

Herb liqueur 

33% 

unmistakably tasty sharp. 


