
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Getranke 

WORAUS TRINKEN DIE DEUTSCHEN? / 
WHAT DO GERMANS DRINK BEVERAGES FROM? 

beverage: das Getrank, die Getranke 
drinking container: das GefaB, die GefaBe; der Behalter, die Behalter 

drinking wares: die Trinkwaren 

BIERKRUG / BEER MUG 

beer mug: der Bierkrug, die Bierkruge 

The lid 

Although they have long gone out of fashion, the lids on beer mugs serve as a sanitary measure especially to keep 
insects out of the beer. They are usually made out of pewter, and are usually equipped with a lever that is in reach of 
the thumb, so that it is possible to grab the mug and open and close the lid with a single hand (if one can hold the 
weight, that is). 

These days beer mats are usually used to cover the glass or mug when required. 

Material 

For the puris t, the 
s toneware stein (right). 

The three-litre giant 
comes out occasionally, 

but the litre and half
litre sizes are more 

common. The half-litre 
size is shown in a 

t raditional shape and 
a more modern version. 

T he sma llest s tein bolds 
a quarter-litre . - · 

Beer steins were made primarily with pewter in many areas across Europe (primarily in England), but many steins 
were known to be made of glass, porcelain, and silver as we11_l4ll5l Steins have also been known to have been made 
out of wood, earthenware, and crysta1.l3ll4l 

Ordinary German beer mugs have been made out of glass for hygienic reasons since the introduction of glass mugs to 
the 1892 Oktoberfest. Modern beer mugs, except again decorative or luxury versions, do not have a lid. 

Beer mugs (0.5 and 1 litre) are typical for beer gardens and especially the Oktoberfest, where they are popular for their 
robustness. In other settings, 0.33 and 0.5 litre beer glasses are also popular. 


