
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL German Beer 

DEUTSCHES REINSHEITSGEBOT / GERMAN PURITY LAW 

LOGNE'S KOLSCH HAVE THEIR OWN UNIQUE FLAVOR 

AND ARE OFTEN SERVED IN A DISTINCTIVE GLASS. 

BARLEY. HOPS. WATER. 
The origins of Germany's quest for beer purity. 

((I l ,pfm und Matz, G,tt ,,,-halt', - H ops ,nd use it as, tool to keep bms from othcr Gcrm,n """ 
Malt, may God preserve it!" For 500 (which contained sugar) out of the Freistaat, the 
years, beer aficionados not just in ---~ Free State of Bavaria. Bavaria won that battle, 

Bavaria but the world over have sent this fervent but a few years later their fellow German brew-
prayer to heaven. It is heard as a plea before, ers, who very conveniently had now discov-
and an expression of gratitude after, they had a ered tl1e usefulness of the R einheitsgebot they 
quaff of their favorite beverage. And while the had just fought so bitterly, turned it into an 
R einheitsgebot, the so-called Beer Purity Law instrument to keep non-German beers, deri-
of 23 April 1516, v,foch specifies hops, malt, sively labeled Chemiebier, out of the country. 
and water as the only permissible ingredients They lost that fight on 12 March 1987 when 
in beer, is neitl1er the oldest nor the only law the European Court of Justice ruled in favor 
trying to regulate the purity and quality of the of a consortium of French brewers tl1at 1) tl1e 
favorite drink of millions of people, it is by far R einheitsgebot violated Article 30 of the 1957 
the best known. Its 500th anniversary provides Treaty of Rome permitting the free flow of 
an appropriate opportunity to take a closer look goods ·within the European Union and 2) tl1at 
at the Reinheitsgebot and its history. there were no overriding concerns for the health 

To begin witl1, tl1e term R einheitsgebot is no- of the consumer to keep beers brewed witl1 0th-
where to be found in the 1516 decree. For the er ingredients out of Germany. German brew-
first 250 years it had little impact outside Bavaria. ers continue to brew nevertl1eless "untergariges 
That changed in 1871 when Bavaria tried to make Bier" using only hops, malt, water, and yeast 
its application throughout tl1e new Reich a condi- while "obergariges Bier" may also contain "tech-
tion for joining Bismarck's Empire. Success came nically clean" sugars. (§ 9, Biersteuergesetz ofl4 
slowly and it was only in 1906 that tl1e stipulations 
of the Reinheitsgebot were applied consistently 
across tl1e Empire. The term itself was first used on 
4 March 1918 in a meeting of the Bavarian Parlia
ment by Hans Rauch, the director of the Brewery at 
Weihenstephan, ro promote the Bavarian bre,ving 
industry. It next became important in the early 
1950s when the Bavarian government wanted to 

A HEFE WEISSBIER DUNKEL FROM WELTENBURGER 

KLOSTER, THE OLDEST CONTINUALLY OPERATING 

BREWERY IN THE WORLD. 


