
HAVE GERMAN WILL TRAVEL Getranke 

Was trinken die Deutschen? das BIER, die Biere 

BIERKUL TUR/ BEER CULTURE 

BEER CULTURE-THIS IS HOW GERMANY DRINKS 

Once in the right glass: Cheers! 

To mark German Beer Day on April 23, here's a quick guide. From left to right: the Berliner Weisse goes in a bowl-shaped glass, Kristallweizen wheat beer 
in a tall glass, lager is served in a beer mug, followed by a short glass for the dark Altbier, the small, narrow glass for the Cologne Kolsch brew, the rounded 

glass for Pils beer and finally the Bavarian half-liter beer mug. 

'Beer is such a vital part of the culture that the right to drink beer 
is even written into some labor contracts, and a beer with lunch in 
the factory cafeteria is taken for granted. The traditional beer garden 
is still very popular, especially in southern Germany and Austria. 
On summer evenings, strolling through town, you will often hear 
the sounds of a crowded Biergarten before you can actually see it. 
There are also beer gardens in the countryside outside of towns. But, 
wherever they are, the beer flows freely and the atmosphere ranges 
from raucous to convivial and remarkably family-like. You can see 

_ children sitting with their families at long tables enjoying the tree
shaded coolness and eating a Bockwurst or Wienerschnitzel. Al
though the young ones are drinking apple cider or soda, the adults 
are often drinking beer from a massive glass stein called a LitermaB. 
Some beer gardens have become rather yuppified, while others are 
more popular with college students. Some are like a family picnic, 
whereas others, like Munich's Hofbrauhaus, have more of a boister
ous beer hall atmosphere . The Hofbrauhaus, one of Munich's more 
famous institutions, has its own popular beer garden in a spacious 
interior courtyard. 


